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Mather explains the known and unknown universe
How the universe began – and, of
course, how it will end – has been a
subject of debate between scientists and
theologians for many years. It has occupied the attention of average people and
has found its way into political debate.
And it was the topic of the presentation
by John Mather, the 2006 Nobel Prize winner in physics when he spoke at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville.
“To start with there wasn’t necessarily
a beginning and there won’t necessarily
be an end. I just wanted people to come
to the lecture,” said Mather. “We know
the universe is expanding and gradually getting cooler and producing stars
and galaxies and planets.” He said that
our understanding of the evolution of
the universe has been so enriched by
recent discoveries that even the term
“big bang” is wrong.
“It’s just the popular name,” he said.
“We should call it the expanding universe.” Mather, a Virginia native, is
currently a senior astrophysicist in the
observational cosmology laboratory at
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.
He came to SIUE as this year ’s Shaw
Lecturer and as a part of the Arts and
Issues series.
The universe as we know it today, he
explained, is about 14 billion years old.
And our solar system represents only a
small part of it.
“And our particular human part is a
very tiny fraction of that,” he said. “The
fossils say that people that look like us
have been here for a couple hundred
thousand years, which is microscopic
on the scale of the Earth.” One of the
most striking facts about the universe
that Mather pointed out is that it is not
only expanding, but also its expansion is
accelerating.
“We got quite a big surprise in 1998
when we discovered that the universe
is accelerating, but we definitely have
not explained it,” he said. “There is no
law of nature that says it should be so
that we know of. So it is just an observational fact right now.” A theory that
has been floating around among some
astrophysicists is that there may be even
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Dr. John Mather delivering his talk during his recent visit to SIUE.
more universes besides ours out there.
But are there any facts supporting such
a hypothesis?
“If you mean knowledge in the sense
of observational knowledge, it is completely impossible to know about those
others,” Mather said. “Our definition
of the word universe means everything
that is. And our ability to see in terms
of telescopes and tools just depends
on what nature has given us to see, so
we have only seen a very small amount
of what we think is there. So as far as

I know, there is no logical possibility of ever measuring anything about
these other universes that might exist. It
doesn’t mean it’s not happening, we just
can’t find out.”
Despite the fame and status that
comes from his work, Mather said that
he likes to talk to ordinary people about
the wonders of the universe. He even
participates in the USA Science and
Engineering festival’s “Lunch with a
Laureate” program, where middle and
high school students get to engage with

a Nobel Prize winner over a brown bag
lunch. Mather said that he found winning the Nobel to be a life-changing
experience, but that he was initially surprised when he received the phone call
from Stockholm.
“I thought, ‘Well that’s lovely, but
probably the finger will not be pointed
at us anytime soon.’ So I decided to not
think about it. Then the year that we got
the phone call several people told me
that they thought it was my year,” he
said. “I thought, ‘they aren’t supposed

to know. It’s supposed to be secret, but
I’ll at least pay attention.’
“So the day before the day they were
supposed to announce it I looked up on
the Internet to see if today was the day.
And when the phone rang I thought,
‘That is it,’ so it wasn’t a total surprise,”
he said. Mather received the Nobel Prize
with George Smoot for his work measuring the background radiation of the
universe, which has helped scientists to
understand with a great deal of precision
the energy that was produced when the
universe started to expand. Mather said
that the experience of going to Stockholm
and receiving the award was incredible.
“It’s really an over-the-top kind of experience and you know your life is never
going to be the same afterwards,” he said.
“The minute I put the phone down after I
got the call from Stockholm it immediately rang again, and I realized it was never
going to stop ringing. I hadn’t had breakfast and was still in my pajamas. I had to
just take the phone off the hook and start
my day.” Within an hour reporters with
cameras were at his door.
“Within a very short period of time I
was doing a press conference with cameras all pointing at me and I thought, ‘oh
what a world it is to be famous.’ Finally,
I flew to Stockholm and off the plane
I was greeted like royalty. The people
meet you right off the plane, you don’t
have to go through security,” he said.
“I was shown to a small room where
I could wait for my bag to come out,
and they feed you chocolate candy that
are exactly the same size and shape as
Nobel Prize medals.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.

LCCC to host religion discussion
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The Other Guys

WILDEY
Continued from Page 1
“Pitch Perfect,” which was
released in 2012 and stars Anna
Kendrick and Rebel Wilson, gave
a capella singing a big boost in
popularity.
Lynch said the film depicts the
type of friendships the singers
develop, even though they don’t
gather in empty swimming pools.
“I get that question a lot. The
bonds, the friendship they have in
the group is the same,” Lynch said.
“We all love it. But we don’t hang
out in pools and have sing offs with
each other.”
The Other Guys aren’t the only
guys at the U. of I., but the groups
don’t spar as much there as they do
in the film.
“There are 11 groups on campus
so there’s certainly going to be some
rivalries, but it’s a little less cutthroat,” he said.
The Other Guys formed at the
University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign during the 1968-69
school year.
Since then, they have evolved into
a high-profile international traveling group that is built on outstanding musicianship, comedic spontaneity and time-honored dignity.
Lynch said he was among 100 or
so individuals who tried out for The
Other Guys. Three made it.
“It’s the eight of us. We’ve become
really, really close,” Lynch said.”
They’re my roommates. They’re the
people I’ve bonded with.”
Lynch began singing in the sixth
grade.
While at EHS, he was a member of both the AcaFellaz and the

Drama Club.
A junior at U. of I., Lynch said
he is looking forward “very much”
to performing before a hometown
crowd at the Wildey.
Lynch said The Other Guys perform everything from rock and roll
standards to barbershop-quartet
type numbers.
“We’re going to do a whole lot
of different things,” he said.” We’re
going to do some older songs, Billy
Joel, there’s also some newer ones.”
The Other Guys perform at more
than 100 different venues each
year.
Recent engagements have taken
them to Chicago’s United Center,
Yankee Stadium, Wrigley Field,
New York’s Gotham Comedy Club,
Google Headquarters and Roger
Ebert’s 10th Annual Film Festival.
The AcaFellaz, meanwhile, are
where Lynch got his start.
The group, directed by Lynda
Marshall, performs throughout the
school year.
Tickets for the show are $10 each
and may be purchased at www.
wildeytheatre.com.
The Wildey is located at 252 N.
Main St.
For more information about this
event, contact the Wildey at 3071758.
The Wildey Theatre, originally
built as an opera house in 1909
by the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, has been extensively renovated and reopened in April, 2011,
as a center of the performing arts,
entertainment and movies. The 325seat theatre features state of the art
technical capabilities and space for
special events and business meetings. The Wildey Theatre is owned
by the city of Edwardsville. The
Friends of the Wildey is a 501(c)3
not-for-profit organization.

The Diversity Council of Lewis and Clark
Community College will present a panel discussion on religion, entitled “Understanding Our
Neighbors,” at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 13 in the
Ann Whitney Olin Theater inside the Hatheway
Cultural Center on L&C’s Godfrey campus.
“We encourage everyone to come together
peacefully and to listen respectfully to the speakers,” said former Diversity Council President Ann
Davidson. “Their purpose is to inform us about
their religions. This is not a debate. Learning
about other faiths helps to increase acceptance
and understanding of the spiritual paths of our
neighbors."
Three guest speakers will discuss their belief
systems as members of the Jewish, Episcopalian
and Presbyterian religions, followed by a questionand-answer session facilitated by Peter Hussey,
L&C associate professor of music and Diversity
Council member.
Representing the Jewish faith will be Rabbi Lane
Steinger. Born and raised in St. Louis, Steinger
earned his master's degree and Rabbinic ordination from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was

awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree, honoris
causa, in 1998.
Steinger has served congregations in
Pennsylvania and Michigan, and was the
Regional Director of the Midwest Council,
Union for Reform Judaism, from 1996-2009. He
also has been a part-time prison chaplain and
hospital chaplain, and taught at Schoolcraft
College, Livonia, Mich. Currently, he teaches
in the Central Agency for Jewish Education's
(CAJE's) Adult Education program and in the
Introduction to Judaism program in St. Louis.
In 2009, he became the Spiritual Leader of Shir
Hadash Reconstructionist Community in St.
Louis and, since 2011, also has served Temple
Israel of Alton.
Representing the Episcopalian faith will be
Arnold R. Hoffman, Ph.D., who was born in
1938 and became an Episcopalian in 1961. Like
Hoffman, most Episcopalians are adult converts.
Before entering seminary, Hoffman spent 13 years
as a college professor, concluding that career as
chair of the English department and editor of the
journal Christianity and Literature.
Ordained a priest in 1978, Hoffman retired in
2004, after serving parishes in Indiana, Illinois
and Missouri. Since retirement, he has served as
clergy where needed, serving one congregation

for six years. He and his wife, Sharon, have lived
in downtown St. Louis since July 2010.
Representing the Presbyterian faith will be
David Crowley, the Designated Pastor of First
Presbyterian Church, Alton. He is the author of
“Time to Grieve” and a seven-part bible study
on "judge not." His major religious interests are
in the Old Testament, American church history
and theodicy.
Crowley has been in the pastorate for more
than 20 years. Prior to that, he taught political
science at Illinois State and Augustana College in
Rock Island, Ill. and comparative religion for one
semester at L&C when he first arrived in Alton.
He has two daughters Saralyn, a religious studies
graduate student at Northwestern, and Jocelyn,
a senior in art history and communication at
Indiana University in Bloomington.
For more information on this panel discussion,
contact the college’s public relations department
at (618) 468-3220.
This Lewis and Clark event is presented by
the Mannie Jackson Endowment and Center for
the Humanities and is a Lewis and Clark Arts
and Humanities Project, with funding from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. For
more information visit www.lc.edu and search the
key word diversity.

Old Courthouse prepares for the holidays
For the Intelligencer
This holiday season, St. Louis’ Old
Courthouse rotunda will be decked
in authentic Victorian décor in celebration of its free series, Historic
Holiday Traditions at the Old
Courthouse. Guests are invited to
experience music and dancing from
significant eras in St. Louis’ history,
and volunteers in historic clothing
will assist visitors in discovering
how early St. Louisans celebrated
the holidays. See the Old Courthouse
truly sparkle for the most wonderful
time of the year!
LOCATION: Old Courthouse, 11
North Fourth Street, St. Louis.
This series is free and open to the
public. (Please note: Historic clothing

is NOT required to participate.) More
information about Historic Holiday
Traditions at the Old Courthouse is
available at www.gatewayarch.com
or by calling 877-982-1410.
Saturday, December 7
1763 St. Louis Holiday at the Old
Courthouse
• 12 pm: French holiday music
concert by Sperreng and Truman
Middle School Fiddlers
• 1 pm:  Performance by The
Peacocks, with dancing
DETAILS: Holiday music and
dancing will fill the Old Courthouse
rotunda just as the early French
inhabitants experienced it 250 years
ago. From 1 to 4 pm, the Peacocks will
provide dance music, and Deborah
Hyland will instruct the dance steps
to the most popular dances of the

PITTS
Continued from Page 1
Pitts earned his bachelor of science in business administration from the
University of North Dakota and his MS in public administration from SIUE. He
is a retired member of the U.S. Air Force Reserves. During his military career,
he served in Vietnam and was called to active duty during Desert Storm,” the
release further states.
The 100 Black Men of Alton chapter was established in 1986 and became a recognized chapter of the national organization, 100 Black Men of America, Inc., in 1989.
The Alton chapter’s mission is to improve the quality of life within local communities
and enhance educational and economic opportunities for all African Americans.
Alton was the 10th chapter established in the national organization. Today
the national organization has grown to over 116 chapters with more than 10,000
members.
According to its Web site, 100 Black Men is “committed to the intellectual development of youth and the economic empowerment of the African
American community based on the following precepts: respect for family,
spirituality, justice, and integrity.”

mid 18th century. Food historian
Suzanne Corbett will present treats
common to St. Louis dinner tables
during the 1763 holiday season.
Saturday, December 14
1813 St. Louis Holiday at the Old
Courthouse
•12pm:LaPettisChanteursperform French holiday music popular
to the early settlers of St. Louis
• 1 pm: Performance by the
Booneslick Strings, with dancing
DETAILS: Music and dancing will
fill the rotunda of the Old Courthouse
just as the early Americans experienced it in St. Louis 200 years
ago. From 1 to 4 pm, the Booneslick
Strings will provide dance music
and Deborah Hyland will instruct
the dance steps to the most popular
dances of the early 19th century. Food

CITY
Continued from Page 1
A motion and second were made
and the council approved the proclamation.
“It’s a great honor for Edwardsville
to join this group of communities
who are supporting the base. It
shows our support for our active

VIDEO
Continued from Page 1
The defendants also failed to
“adequately barricade the open

historian Suzanne Corbett will present a display of treats from recipes
common to St. Louis dinner tables
during the 1813 holiday season.
Saturday, December 21
1863 St Louis Holiday Ball at the
Old Courthouse
• 9 to 11am: Dance workshop
featuring 1863’s most popular dance
steps
•12pm:IndependentSilverBand,
with dancing
DETAILS: The Old Courthouse
rotunda will fill with music and dancing as St. Louis residents experienced
it 150 years ago. The Independent
Silver Band from Mt. Vernon, Ill., will
provide dance music, and Deborah
Hyland will instruct the dance steps
to the most popular dances of the
mid 19th century.
military personal as well as retirees,
many of which live in the area. It’s
a great idea by the local chambers
and we’re glad to be a part of it,”
Mayor Hal Patton said.
With
the
proclamation
Edwardsville joined other communities including: Swansea,
Collinsville, O’Fallon. Wood River,
Smithton, and Belleville.
The next city council meeting is
scheduled for 7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov.
19.
space between the tanning rooms
or provide the means of separating
male and female clients,” Stewart
wrote in the complaint.
The suit is seeking in excess of
$50,000 from Brayton, Pacific Beach
Tan Salon, and Johnson Clarke Inc.

